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and, as it was a public one, fear not to order me to
do penance publicly. Speak, and I will obey thee.”
The Father ordered him to abstain from going to any
feast for a period of eight days. This meant con-
demning him to a fast stricter than if on bread and
water, and compelled him, more than ten times a day,
to reply to all the Infidels that he was doing penance
for his sins. Sometimes it was past three in the
afternoon before he broke his fast, because the feasts
that were given in his own cabin prevented him from
taking his usual repast. When the Father perceived
this, he wished to relax his penance. ‘‘ My brother,”’
replied the Captain to him, ‘‘ thou hast not enough
courage; thou mistrustest us too much. No, no, do
not waver. 1 take pleasure in punishing myself
[120] for my sin; I must serve my penance to the
end. Whosoever offends God is only too happy to
be so easily forgiven.”’

I thought that I would conclude this Chapter with
the conversion of a magician, the most famous one
in this country. The fear of Hell seemed to have
touched his heart. He had already publicly thrown
his charms into the fire; he had protested, in the
presence even of the Infidels, that the Demons would
never have anything to do with him, that God alone
deserved to be loved by all men, and that, in truth,
the Devils conspired together only for our misfor-
tune. But, before he received holy Baptism, he
returned to his vomit; and the shame that he now
feels for having cast discredit on his art makes him
blaspheme against God more horribly than ever, and
give himself up to all the Demons,—although from
time to time his conscience has urged him to come
to us and ask pardon. I pray our Lord that he may



